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Briefs
I n s i d e  K H A

KHA Scheduled Holidays & Upcoming Events
Your Association’s staff is available Monday through Friday from  
8:30 am to 4:00 pm. The KHA Board of Directors meeting will 
be held at 7pm in the conference room of the association 
office located at 2705 Killarney Way. Residents are invited and 
welcome.

Sat., Mar. 17, 2018 - St. Patricks Event at Shannon Lakes Park 
Sat., Mar. 31, 2018 - Last day to pay assessment without a $25 late fee
Tue., Apr. 3, 2018 - Board of Directors Meeting
Tue., May 1, 2018 - Board of Directors Meeting
Mon., May 28, 2018 - Memorial Day, KHA Office Closed
Tue., Jun. 5, 2018 - Board of Directors Meeting
Wed & Thur, July 4 & 5, 2018 - Fourth of July, KHA Office Closed
Tue., Jul. 10, 2018 - Board of Directors Meeting
Tue., Aug. 7, 2018 - Board of Directors Meeting

KHA is Now Accepting  
Credit Card Payments.  

To pay your dues with your credit card, go to:  

https://my100bpay.com
 You will need your account numbers from  

your Centennial Bank dues invoice.

Apply for tree removals, exterior alterations 
and report property issues

894-3085
Denny Alexander, Field Manager
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Community Highlights
Early March: 
Premier Surface Solutions resurfacing the KHA Tennis 
Courts. This work should be completed by mid-March, 
weather permitting.
City of Tallahassee is resurfacing a portion of Shamrock 
Street from the roundabout at Killarney Way to 
McLaughlin Drive. The sidewalk rehabilitation work will 
begin in the next 1-2 weeks while the reconstruction of 
the curb return should start in 4-6 weeks. Contact David 
Earle at 850-570-1569 with any questions.
Household hazardous waste disposal Saturday, April 
7 and Saturday, May 5 at the county’s operations 
center, 2280 Miccosukee Road. Household hazardous 
waste includes a range of items, including fluorescent 
light tubes, old nail polish, aerosol cans, old household 
cleaning products, motor oil, and alkaline and 
rechargeable batteries. You can see the complete list at 
www.LeonCountFL.gov/HHW. 

3/8: St. Patrick’s Day Costume Contest Judging 5-6pm at 
KHA Office 2705 Killarney Way
3/10: Fermanaugh Park Tree Planting 10am to noon  
3028 Fermanagh Drive
3/17: St. Patricks Festival at Shannon Lakes Park  
Noon to 9 p.m.
3/27 and 3/28: Public meetings on “Tallahassee’s Urban 
Forest Master Plan” will be held 3/27 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the Jack L. McLean Community Center and 6 to 8 p.m. 
on March 28 at the Renaissance Center in Frenchtown.
Dues Reminder: Avoid a $25 Late Fee by paying before 4/1 
4/7: Semi-Annual Garage Sale 8 a.m. to Noon  
(See page 12 for details)
Mulch available at Shamrock South Park.

On the Cover:
On the cover is resident Tripp Rasmussen  

with a 10-pound large mouth Bass 
 caught last week in Killarney Lake
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Executive 
Director
M e s s a g e

As a matter of fact,  
crime does pay…

We received some good feedback on my call for 
comments regarding the installation of webcams 
at Killearn Estates entrances. All the comments 
were cautiously positive.  Most of the questions were 
regarding the legality of webcams in general.  In 
fact, the Supreme Court has taken the general 
approach that what a person knowingly exposes to 
the public is not constitutionally protected.  So while 
we are still some distance away from actually installing 
cameras at our entrances, it does seem to be one 
reasonable mechanism we can use to reduce crime 
in our community. In fact, it’s perhaps not so much the 
webcam’s themselves, it’s more the optics of having 
webcams.

Because we’ve been hearing some interesting stories 
from around the community.  We are tracking the 
activities of a white single cab pick-up truck, a red 
Sebring, and a red Econoline van with a faint “M” 
on the side.  Both of these vehicles may have been 
involved in suspicious activity.  Killearn Estates has a 
“no solicitation” policy, but we can’t really enforce this 
because technically our roads belong to the city.  So 
we encourage our homeowners not to open your doors 
to unknown solicitors. If someone in your neighborhood 
looks suspicious to you, don’t be embarrassed to make a 
quick call to the Tallahassee Police Department at 850) 
606-1500. This is not an emergency line, but they do have 
the capability to respond to pretty much anything.

We also continue to have many complaints about 
speeding.  This is more of a social problem - certainly not 
restricted to our community.  Everyone in our office has 
some crazy story about almost being hit while driving 
on Killarney Way - or excessive tailgating / honking - 
aggressive drivers.   I’ve identified eight points in our 
community where there seems to be chronic speeding 
(based on homeowner complaints). We’ve engaged 
TPD repeatedly on this - and they’ve responded by 
parking cruisers around the community during rush hour 
and handing out tickets.  But they can’t be everywhere.  
So here in the office, we’ve been talking about several 
countermeasures.  For example, I’ve been looking at 
buying a radar-driven flashing-light speed limit sign that 
we can move around the community.    

I’ve also been working on new speed-reducing signs 
we’re looking to install around the community.  In fact, 
there are very strict regulations about signage along the 

roads - but we’ve been negotiating a workaround with 
the city - where we’ll pay extra to have neighborhood-
specific signs placed strategically.  And then below this 
sign - on the same pole - we’ll mount our kid-friendly 
speed limit signs.  

Meanwhile, I’d like to encourage all residents to take 
pictures when you see speeding vehicles.  Just the act 
of taking a picture of an aggressive driver may put 
them on notice.  Reporting speeding cars to TPD is also 
very likely to raise Killearn Estates on TPD’s priority list.  
The squeaky wheel gets the oil.  Call and complain!  

Tallahassee Police Department comes to every KHA 
Board meeting, and they come to listen, as well as 
to highlight some additional services TPD offers to 
residents:

Extra Patrol/House/Business Check
The Tallahassee Police Department is pleased to offer 
a Extra Patrol/House/Business Check on your property 
during a vacation or any period of time you may 
be away from the premises. Simply complete and 
submit the form online at http://www.talgov.com/
publicsafety/tpd-property-check.aspx

Have a Home Security Assessment
TPD offers free residential security surveys to help 
prevent break-ins.  An officer will be dispatched to walk 
around and through your home to help you think about 
how to protect yourself from potential burglaries. Call 
(850) 891-4200 for more information.

Citizen Observer Ride Along
Complete an application and you participate in the 
Citizen Observer Ride-along Program.  This is designed 
to help citizens become familiar with the activities of 
TPD patrol officers – and it’s really a fascinating way 
to spend a few hours!  Ride-along appointments can 
be scheduled through the TPD Watch Commander’s 
Office at (850) 891-4200.  

As I drive in Killearn I hear the familiar sound 
of chainsaws taking down our trees. Please 

remember that the removal of trees requires the approval 
of our Architectural Control Committee. A new request 
form for this purpose has been added to our website  
(www.killearn.org/architectural-control-commitee). 
Please help us keep Killearn beautiful  

- David Ferguson

President's 
M e s s a g e

Conrad Metcalfe



KLOVERLEAF  | March 2018     5

Briefs
A ro u n d  To w n

Semi-Annual Lakes Cleanup 2-24-18

We would like to extend a special thank you to those 
who participated in this event.    

A deed-restricted community 
is a neighborhood with 
governing documents that 
establish certain rules and 
regulations regarding the 
decorum of a neighborhood, 
as well as property uses. 
The goal of this type of 
community is to promote a 
fluid look and feel throughout 
a neighborhood, which in 

turn helps maintain home values.  The policies that 
make up these governing documents also allow 
for oversight and enforcement by the Homeowners 
Association (HOA).   

Many Florida neighborhoods are governed by deed 
restrictions, but every HOA community is different with 
regards to rules and regulations.  Some HOAs exercise 
far more control over neighborhoods than others. 
Some allow pretty much anything to happen, while 
some restrict the color of each house and the style of 
the mailbox. 

Homes in HOA communities tend to hold their value 
better over the long term, because the overall 
maintenance of the neighborhood remains in better 
condition. Buyers find this appealing because most 
people prefer a neighborhood that looks cared for, 
as opposed to one that appears run down.
Of course, the appearance of your neighbor’s house 
will play a role when it comes time to sell your home. 
But when living in an HOA community, this kind of 
issue should be rare.  

There may be times when your neighbors may break 
the rules, and we have a “Neighborhood Concern 
Form” to address this (available on our website).  In 
Killearn Estates, there are some common restrictions 
you should keep in mind:

Signs
The only acceptable signs on your property are For 
Sale/Rent/Lease. This excludes any other sign on the 
property or right-of-way.  

Nuisance Activities
Offensive activity or general annoyance to the 
neighborhood is prohibited.  Those things that tend to 
damage or destroy either private or public property 
present a clear violation.

Minimum Housing Standards
All siding, shingles, fences, decks/porches, doors, 
windows, shutters, mailboxes - and any other exterior 

parts of residential structures - must be maintained.  
They should be water-tight, rodent–proof, and in good 
repair.

Yard Maintenance
Property owners are responsible for their yard’s general 
appearance, which includes trees, shrubs, ground 
cover, and grass.   This also includes removal of debris 
or large branches on the ground.

Open Storage
Generally any equipment or materials that are not 
typically used outdoors should not be stored outdoors.  
Piles of bricks, wood, mulch, paving stones etc. must 
not be visible from any street. These rules extend to 
bridle trails, easements, lake edges, and Golf Club 
property that might be adjacent to your property. 
Trash should not be placed at the curb until the day 
before scheduled pick-up.

Vehicles
Inoperable or unregistered vehicles are not allowed 
to be seen from the road.  Campers, motor homes, 
boats, trailers and hobby cars cannot be stored unless 
appropriately hidden so as not to be seen from any 
street. Parking on the lawn/grass is not appropriate 
without ACC approval.

Temporary Structures
Whether it’s a tent, shack, garage or shed, no 
outbuildings are allowed (except during construction 
that has been approved by the Architectural Control 
Committee).  No dumpster/trash or temporary storage 
(for example, “PODS”) can occupy space on any 
property or street for more than 30 days.   

What does it mean that Killearn Estates 
is a deed restricted community?
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Briefs
N e w  KC C  S i t e  L a y o u t  P l a n s

Planning for the residential development that will be built on the Golf Course is underway, but the 
plans are not yet finalized.  The actual number of units have been reduced from 134 to 113, and a 
couple different ponds are planned to address stormwater and drainage issues.  The developer JT 
Burnett  is looking for our input.  If you would like to comment on this plan, please send your email 
to kha@killearn.org  

Professional Landscape Installation & Lawn Maintenance

Mowing  |  Shrub Pruning  |  Weeding Beds  |  Aeration
Leaf and Debris Removal  |  Pine Straw & Mulch Installation

Plant Installation  |  Pressure Washing Patios & Drives

Call Whit for a Free Estimate: 850-556-9183
Whit.davisgreenscapes@gmail.com
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Briefs
By Seán McGlynn, Ph.D., 

Killearn Chain of Lakes Consultant

White Pelicans Grace Us  
with Their Presence

The small fish in our lakes aren’t so happy about it, but the white pelicans 
find them quite delicious!  These large birds, deemed by the Audubon 
Society as “birds like Hercules aircraft” leave our lakes during the summer 
to go north for breeding in Canada and the Dakotas.  They come back 
to our lakes since late November.  According to Dr. Emily Duval - an 
Associate Professor in the Department of Biological Science at Florida 
State University - they peak in January and stay through June.  The 
wingspan of these artful creatures can be up to nine feet - and they can 
measure between 55 to 70 inches in height.  They soar on updrafts and 
often engage in aerial play to the delight of their human observers.  They 
fish in groups and nest in colonies on islands, and they live up to 25 years.  
We are happy to have them as guests in our lakes, even if it’s only for a 
portion of the year. 

Not a Lily but a Lotus
American lotus – Nelumbo lutea

Lake Kanturk is full of what is commonly thought of as water lilies.  
In fact, the Nelumbo lutea is a beautiful species of flowering plant 
in the family Nelumbonaceae. Common names include American 
Lotus, Yellow Lotus, Water-Chinquapin, and Volée. It is native to 
North America. Some Native Americans call this plant “Macoupin.” 
Its leaves are erect, extending above the water or floating on the 
surface. 
American Lotus can be found in muddy, shallow waters, such as 
lake margins; or in water as deep as six feet. The leaves are covered 
with microscopic hairs which repel water very effectively. Watching 
a drop of water roll across its surface is impressive. American Lotus 
grows throughout Florida, and it flowers from May through August. 
It was apparently distributed northwards in the United States by 

Native Americans who carried the plant with them as a food source. This plant 
has a large edible tuber. The seed is also edible and is commonly known as 
“alligator corn”.
Disney’s character Princess Tiana wears, as her iconic princess dress, a gown 
fashioned from a Yellow American Lotus and is associated with the lotus in Greek 
mythology; the lotus-eaters (Greek: λωτοφάγοι, lōtophagoi) were a race of 
people living on an island dominated by lotus plants. The lotus fruits and flowers 
were the primary food of the island and were also a narcotic, causing the 
inhabitants to sleep in peaceful apathy. These are similar, but not the same as 
our native American Lotus.
This aquatic plant is very easy to identify. Its flowers, seed pods, and leaves are 
quite distinctive. Its flowers are very large: up to 6 inches wide. The flowers are 
luminescent yellow, with many petals and stamens. The leaves are circular. They 
are easily distinguished from other circular-leaf plants. Other plants, such as the 
fragrant water lily, all have leaves that are cut. American Lotus leaves, though, 
are not cut at all. American Lotus leaves are on long, stiff stalks. The stalks connect 
to the leaf at the very center of the leaf, umbrella-like. Whether they know it or 
not, many people are already familiar with American Lotus seed pods. They can 
be bought at grocery stores and flower shops in flower arrangements. This hard, 
flat-topped, cone-shaped fruit contains many large brown seeds. 
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The City of Tallahassee is developing a comprehensive plan for what is being called our “urban forest.” Trees are 
a defining feature of Tallahassee and they offer numerous benefits that increase the quality of our lives in many 
ways. They provide nesting areas for birds and animals. They provide shade for our yards and homes. They provide 
cover for our recreational activities. They also help to clean the air while providing aesthetic appeal and value to 
the community. In Florida - a state that has more trees than any other state besides Hawaii, it’s amazing that north 
Florida has over fifty percent of Florida’s trees! 

Using a combination of high-resolution satellite imagery and on-the-
ground field surveys, a detailed analysis was recently performed on 
Tallahassee’s urban tree canopy. 

According to the Urban Tree Canopy Analysis, canopy coverage (55 
percent) in Tallahassee is the highest in the nation when compared to 
cities of comparable size. Impervious surfaces (such as buildings and 
pavement) were measured at 17 percent, leaving 28 percent of land 
coverage made up of grass areas, open water, and bare soil.

Having a vibrant, healthy urban forest is not just about quantity though. 
The quality and diversity of our trees help to determine whether we 
can experience the full benefits of our trees.

Additional analyses are currently being performed under the banner of 
the Tallahassee Urban Forest Master Plan, including potential canopy 
coverage, canopy distribution (how our tree cover is distributed 
throughout the city) and priority planting areas. 

The City is working with the Davey Resource Group to define actionable 
steps that will enhance and improve the quality of our urban forest, 
while ensuring that we are being proactive in tree management, so 
that future generations of residents can enjoy the benefits of our trees.

In addition to the Urban Tree Canopy Analysis, the City will be evaluating policies, programs, and management 
techniques to create a vision for our urban forest, along with an implementable roadmap for achieving short and 
long-term urban forestry goals.

An important step in determining what’s best for our urban forest is to identify the community’s priorities in regards to 
trees. The City is looking for our input on how to create a playbook that will guide decisions, programs, and policies 
to help manage our urban forest - on both public and private lands. Tallahassee’s Urban Forest Master Plan will only 
be as good as the information used in its creation and our collective commitment to implement it.

You can be important in making this effort successful. Public meetings will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on March 27 at 
the Jack L. McLean Community Center and 6 to 8 p.m. on March 28 at the Renaissance Center in Frenchtown. You 
are encouraged to attend the meeting most convenient for you.

Meeting Date Location Address

Tuesday, March 27, 6 - 8 pm 
Free Registration, Please RSVP Jack L. McLean Community Center 700 Paul Russel Road  

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Wednesday, March 28, 6 - 8 pm 
Free Registration, Please RSVP

Frenchtown Renaissance Center  
Second Floor Conference Room

435 N. Macomb Street  
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Also, stay tuned for additional opportunities to provide input. Updates and links will be posted to the Urban Forestry 
page at http://www.talgov.com/tallytrees.

For more information, please contact the Tallahassee-Leon County Planning Department at 850-891-6400.
ext 1010 

Tallahassee’s “Urban Forest” Master Plan
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Home & Garden
N e x t  M o n t h ’ s  G a r d e n

Jim Maples Carpentry, Inc.
HANDYMAN SERVICES THAT WORK FOR YOU

Woodrot Repair • Painting • Light Moving 
Pressurewashing • Light Tree Removal • Debris Hauling

Plus Other Home Improvements

(850) 545-8418
Registered and Insured

Choose only plants that can tolerate high tem-
peratures and humidity. Now is the time to remove 
those spring annuals like pansies, petunias, and 
snapdragons that did so well in the cool weather 
but that can’t make it through summer. Pinch back 
leggy growth on flowering perennials in order to 
encourage thicker growth and additional blooms. 

Plant zinnias, daylilies, firebush, pentas, calibrachoa, 
portulaca, bush allamanda, sun coleus, Tecoma 
stans, and Goldsturm rudbeckia in full sun. For shady 
areas choose caladiums, jacobinia, Persian shield, 
coleus and gingers. Hydrangeas and ‘Summer Wave’ 
torenias do best when planted in areas that receive 
morning sun and afternoon shade. Crape myrtles 
may also be planted now, but varieties range from 
dwarf to well over 20 feet, so choose carefully and 
plant in full sun. Cape honeysuckle can be planted. 
Its bright orange flowers attract hummingbirds. Plant 
in full sun to partial shade. Also, consider crossvine 
and trumpet creeper which are native to our area. 

It’s a good time to plant palms. You may want to 
include two native species, saw palmetto and bush 
or dwarf palmetto. European fan palm, and wind-
mill palm are also recommended for North Florida. 

Annuals, herbs, vegetables, and roses can be 
lightly fertilized monthly with a 15-0-15 product, 
but don’t fertilize your grass. If it’s looking yellow, 
treat with iron instead. Your lawn will green up, but 
you won’t get the excessive growth that you’d get 
with fertilizer. Young trees and shrubs may be lightly 
fertilized now with a 15-0-15 product to encourage 
new growth.

Fertilize amaryllis, lilies and other bulbs that have 
finished blooming, but don’t cut back their foliage 
yet. It is still performing photosynthesis and storing 
food in the bulb for next year’s blooms. Trim foliage 
only after it dies back.  Mulch is important in sum-
mer. It prevents water from evaporating, keeps the 
soil temperature cooler and discourages weeds. 
Apply mulch to a depth of two to three inches but 
not touching the base of the plants and trees. The 
best mulch is what’s readily available to you. If you 
have hardwood leaves, use them. If you buy mulch, 
pine straw, pine bark, and melaleuca mulch are 
better choices than cypress mulch. 

Over-watering can be as problematic as under-
watering, encouraging plant diseases and other 
pests. Consider grouping plants according to their 
water needs in order to make watering easier. New 
plants will need to be watered more than estab-
lished plants and should be checked daily for wilting 

or dry soil. 
Disease and 

pests may occur 
in spite of good 
gardening practices. 
Chinch bug damage 
can develop in sunny areas 
in St. Augustine lawns. If we have frequent rainfall, 
gray leaf spot fungus can develop. Spittlebug pop-
ulations may reach a damaging level in centipede 
lawns, causing discolored grass blades and a dull 
cast to the whole lawn. Don’t treat for these prob-
lems unless damage occurs. Then treat promptly 
to better your chances of limiting further damage.

There is no shortage of work to do in the garden 
this month but no gardener ever gets it all done. 
Don’t forget to enjoy the process.  

For more local gardening information, visit the UF-
IFAS Extension website for Leon County at http://
leon.ifas.ufl.edu  Reprinted with the permission of the 
University of Florida IFAS Extension in Leon County.  

KILLEARN KLOVERLEAF JUNE 2017.indd   16 6/8/17   11:29 AM
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Home & Garden 
N e x t  M o n t h’s  G a rd e n
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KILLEARN ESTATES SEMI-ANNUAL 
NEIGHBORHOOD YARD SALE
APRIL 7TH 8AM TO NOON
The Killearn Homes Association is sponsoring a 
neighborhood-wide yard sale on April 7th.  This is your 
opportunity to sell all the items you no longer want or 
need.  Just twice a year, we allow Yard Sale signs in 
your yard; all we ask is that you don’t put them up until 
Friday evening and take them down after the event 
on Saturday.  We plan this event twice a year so that a 
majority of the residents wait until the community-wide 
event, thereby cutting down on the number of signs 
that seem to sprout up on the weekends.

The Association will advertise the event on social media 
on several yard sale sites, and on Craigslist, which 
will draw many into the neighborhood that monitor 
these sites.  So, gather those unwanted items you’d 
like to get rid of and earn some extra cash.  Anything 
that you have left over, or anything you would like to 
donate can go to The Living Harvest Thrift Store (850-765-6285), which is located at 4500 West Shannon Lakes 
Drive in the Four Oaks Center and they accept donations anytime.

GOOD LUCK AND HAPPY SELLING!

Business
Ya rd  S a l e
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Business

ACC Committee:  John Paul Bailey, Sam Bell, Kelley Phillips

ALL EXTERIOR ADDITIONS OR ALTERATIONS, INCLUDING TREE REMOVAL,  
MUST BE APPROVED IN WRITING BY THE ACC PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF WORK.
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Renew or Join Now for Savings!
Beat the Heat at the Killearn Estates Swim Club

The Swim Club will officially open on Saturday, April 28th at 11am and 
will remain open until September 30th.  Join now and pay a reduced 
rate of $400.00 for the entire season for Killearn Estates residents, if you 
pay in full by April 1st. There are limited memberships available this year, so please join early, after April 1st the 
rates will increase. Please complete the form and mail or drop your payment at our office located at 2705 
Killarney Way.

Name:_________________________________________   Email: ____________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________  Home Phone:_______________________________   

Daytime Phone/Cell:____________________________________  Employer: _______________________________________

Names and ages of Children:

_____________________________________   Age:_______         _____________________________________   Age:_______

_____________________________________   Age:_______         _____________________________________   Age:_______

I/we understand that our membership is seasonal for swimming.  The membership fees are due and payable regardless of weather 
conditions or pool usage.  I/we agree to abide by all of the rules and regulations of the Killearn Swim Club and further agree to not hold the 

Killearn Swim Club employees, representatives, membership or board members responsible for accidental injury.

Business

REMODELING?

APRIL 7TH 
8AM TO NOON
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Business
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