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Briefs
I n s i d e  K H A

KHA Scheduled Holidays & Upcoming Events

Your Association’s staff is available Monday through Friday from  
8:30 am to 4:00 pm. The KHA Board of Directors meeting will be held 
at 7pm in the conference room of the association office located 
at 2705 Killarney Way. Residents are invited and welcome.

Tue., Aug. 7, 2018 - Board of Directors Meeting
Mon., Sep. 3, 2018 - Labor Day, KHA Office Closed
Tue., Sep. 4, 2018 - Board of Directors Meeting
Tue., Oct. 2, 2018 - Board of Directors Meeting

Apply for tree removals, exterior alterations 
and report property issues

894-3085
Denny Alexander, 

Compliance Coordinator
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Community Highlights
7/21: Shamrock Park South Reopening: 10am to Noon 3045 Shamrock South.  
There will be snacks and a bounce house sponsored by Katie Hosford of The 
Naumann Group

On the Cover:
Aging in Place
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Association 
Manager
M e s s a g e

Update from the front lines at KHA 
World Headquarters

We were very sorry to have to cancel the fireworks this 
year at the last minute.  We examined the many options 
available to offer fireworks in Killearn Estates, but ultimately 
none of the pyrotechnics companies we consulted could 
guarantee they would be able to provide us with proper 
fireworks this year.  The cannons used for fireworks needed 
to be mounted to a barge in the middle of Lake Killarney, 
and the lake bed was at that awkward stage; too wet for 
a truck - too dry for a boat.  This situation has also been 
underlying the reason that we stopped mowing the dry 
lake beds.  We started mowing this year only to be hit by 
a series of storms that filled the lake bottom in most areas, 
while still not providing enough water to fill the lakes. 

We have spent significant time working to understand the 
underlying issues that have resulted in our low lake levels, 
and at this point I think I can summarize them in three 
succinct points:
1.	 Killearn Estates was created at the beginning of a 

33-year period (1964 to 1996) where the rainfall we 
received was well above  the 100-year average for 
this area.

2.	 Low water levels were experienced in our lakes even 
during the 33 years of excess rainfall, which is why wells 
were dug and water pumps were turned on.

3.	 Increased development activity to the north and west 
of KHA has resulted in many new stormwater ponds 
that have reduced the amount of water coming to 
our lakes.

Of course, this is a raw simplification of a very complex 
natural system that involves regular but unpredictable 
cycles of boom and bust that tend to characterize all 
lake systems.  The KHA Board and staff continue to explore 
ways to address this problem, and the ultimate solution 
will undoubtedly involve a multi-pronged approach that 
includes pumping as well as some dredging and perhaps 
treating the lake bottom with clay or some such material 
in specific areas where the lake bottom is the most porous.  
There are many issues to sort through with each of these 
approaches, as well as others that will be worked in to the 
mix as we continue to engage steps to restore the lakes.  For 
example, pumping water into the lakes (to compensate for 
evaporation) was originally unlimited, but is now capped 
by the Northwest Florida Water Management District 
because our ground water resources are much more 
carefully managed.  We are being careful and deliberate 
on moving forward because the risks are great, and so are 
the costs.  Anytime we take steps to circumvent nature, 
we run the risk of unexpected consequences.

In their current state, the lakes have also become a 
breeding ground for mosquitoes. In fact, mosquito control 
services are available to all city and county residents, but 
it’s not possible for KHA to request these services on behalf 
of our residents.  I would encourage every homeowner to 
request this service by calling the city at 850-606-1400.

These services include truck-sprays, hand-sprays, larvicide 
applications, domestic inspections and mosquito-eating 
fish.  When water is available and breeding areas are 
known, larviciding or mosquito-eating fish can be a most 
efficient ways to control mosquitoes.  For adult mosquitoes 
biting in the evening, truck-sprays provide the most efficient 
control.  Daytime-biting mosquitoes are best treated by 
hand-sprays.

To avoid mosquitoes developing resistance to the spray 
materials used, any given type of treatment will only be 
used on an area once per week, though more than one 
type of treatment can sometimes be used in the same 
week. For example, a residence could have a hand-
spray and a truck-spray performed in the same week, but 
could not have two truck-sprays in the same week.  The 
first two hand-sprays per calendar year are at no charge. 
Thereafter, there is a $25 service fee, payable by check or 
credit card. All other services are provided at no charge.  

Leon County Mosquito Control has the responsibility to 
determine the timing, method and area of treatment to 
satisfy requests.  These decisions are based on, but not 
limited to; mosquito surveillance data, best management 
practices, weather conditions, and legal requirements.

You can also request that your property NOT be 
sprayed.  For this “service,” it’s best to send an email to 
PourciauG@leoncountyfl.gov 

We’re deep into summer, and 
everyone’s yard looks so lush and 

beautiful. “Thank you“ Killearn residents for taking 
so much pride in your yards.  It’s not easy mowing 
so frequently, with the combination of daily sun and 
rain. We’re always striving to keep Killearn Estates 
attractive so our property values will remain stable. 
Summer is here, so enjoy it to the fullest.   

- David Ferguson

President's 
M e s s a g e

Conrad Metcalfe
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OptiOns fOr YOur HOme

More Americans choose Window World® than any other replacement window company.  Locally, we install over 9,000 
energy-efficient windows each year, all at a guaranteed low price.  Not only do we provide first-class windows and sliding 
glass doors, but we are proud to offer energy-efficient products with the mission of exceptional customer care and the 
attention to detail you’ve come to expect from Window World.  Come join our family of satisfied customers!

StylishStylish

CMYK:
0, 100, 36, 37

RGB:
147, 22, 56

Hex #: 
931638

CMYK:
0, 8, 22, 56

RGB:
140, 127, 112

Hex #: 
8C7F70

PANTONE®

1955 C
PANTONE®

Warm Grey 9 C

Color Palette

NAT-XXXXX

Window WorldWindOW WOrld

Seal applies to windows only

(850) 562-8800
1413 Maclay Commerce Dr, Tallahassee, FL

www.TallahasseeWindows.com
Visit Our Beautiful Showroom!

This Window World®  is locally owned and operated.
**Subject to credit approval. See store for details.

• FREE In-Home Estimate

•  ENERGY STAR® Certified 
Products

•  Made in the USA

•  Industry’s Strongest Lifetime 
Limited Warranty*

•0% Financing Available**

“Not only do we stand behind our
windows, we stand on them!”



6      Killearn Estates Community Newsletter

 ‘Aging in Place’ is a very  
viable option these days 

You’ve lived in Killearn Estates for a significant portion of your life.  So why would you want to leave just because you 
have developed some additional needs as a senior citizen?  

Well, for some it’s not a choice.  Depending on your health, you may be forced to move to a facility where you can 
get critical services you will need as you age.  Luckily, Tallahassee has some great options.

But if you are in moderately good health, there are other options available to you.  It’s a huge decision, but many elderly 
residents are working proactively on creating a multipronged plan to establish an infrastructure that can provide the 
support they will need as they age.  

Home is where the heart is, and this reflects a longing for independence that 
doesn’t fade as our bodies get older.  But unfortunately, the ability to maintain 
independence sometimes does. Aging in place typically requires significant 
coordination on the part of adult children, friends and caretakers.  At some 
point, you may not be able to drive, but to stay healthy we must stay active 
through regular exercise. Staying in shape as we get older requires a larger 
focus on safety. Our bodies don’t move as easily as they used to, so extra 
precautions must also be taken to avoid injury.

As adult children and friends move away, it’s important for the elderly individual 
to make a connection with others around them, in addition to the community 
around them. Video chat programs, like Skype, can allow seniors to see and 
talk to children, grandchildren and friends on a regular basis.  There is no need 
to fear these technologies - they are actually quite user-friendly.  If my 8-year 
old niece can learn how to do this, you can definitely get through it - regardless 
of your age.

Childless individuals may want to consider consulting an ‘elder law’ lawyer, who can help draw up documents that 
will protect you if you become incapacitated. Typically, childless people will turn to a friend, a lawyer, clergy, or a 
niece or nephew to make medical decisions, according to experts.  A bank’s trust unit can take on financial tasks, 
with a friend, a relative or a lawyer monitoring the bank’s decisions.  A lawyer specializing in “elder law” might suggest 
also appointing a “micro board,” which includes the lawyer, health care and financial agents, an accountant and a 
geriatric care manager. This board can step in if you cannot make decisions for some reason. Ideally you would assign 
a network of friends and neighbors to call the lawyer in an emergency - or if they (as a group) notice any substantial 
cognitive decline.  For help finding an elder law specialist, you can contact the National Academy of Elder Law 
Attorneys at naela.org or by calling (703) 942-5711.

Especially people who are aging alone need to start making plans while 
they are still independent and functional. They need to know about 
the resources available in the community, and the appropriate time to 
start using them. These services are often based on new technologies – 
along with a growing number of home-delivered products and services 
aimed at the aging-in-place market, such as healthy meals and 
doctors/nurses who have started making house calls again.  In fact, 
there are significant resources available in this area.  Not all of which will 
cut into your retirement funds.

For example, every year, the Tallahassee Meals on Wheels (MOW) 
program delivers over 160,000 hot nutritious meals to Tallahassee seniors. 
Over 13,000 volunteer hours support this critical service every year. In-
Home Services include:

•	Companionship Services – Provide light housekeeping, meal preparation,companionship and socialization.

•	Respite Care Services – Ability to assist caregivers with a break from their daily caregiving responsibilities.

•	Transportation Services – Assistance getting to the doctor, pharmacy or grocery store.
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The goal of MOW is keeping senior citizens as independent as possible, 
while also giving them and their families the services they need.  Last 
year’s Big Wheels program brought together more than 35 local and state 
representatives, including many business and community leaders who 
volunteered their time to deliver the most important of all basic needs - a 
hot nutritious meal - along with a safety check and a friendly visit.  MOW 
Care Managers will want to start with a home visit to help identify what 
services might be needed.  If you are thinking about the options, you 
can call (850) 921-5554 to speak with one of their counselors about your 
individual situation and needs.

Meanwhile, Visiting Angels can provide more basic services such 
as bathing, grooming assistance, medication management, light 
housekeeping, errands, meal planning/preparation and companionship.  
More information is available at www.visitingangels.com/Tallahassee 
or by calling (850) 320-6062

If you need more support than this, we have a very responsive organization residing right here within Killearn Estates 
that may be able to help.  Hopewell In-Home Senior Care operates from an office just inside the Thomasville entrance.  
Hopewell’s mission is to allow seniors to stay in their own homes even if their health declines. They offer affordable 
solutions for aging in place that includes medical assistance, personal care, or just extra help with activities of daily 
living. Hopewell is a licensed and insured senior care company, with professional nursing services as well as fall 
prevention services - and support for Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia as well.  More information is available 
at www.hopewellcare.com or by calling (850) 386-5552

The “EyeOn App” is a service based in Sarasota that alerts 
three friends if you don’t reply to a pre scheduled signal 
on your cell phone.  EyeOn App also allows your friends to 
quietly check-in with you, and signal for help if you don’t 
respond.  More information is available at www.eyonapp.
com or by calling Dave at (404) 402-3040.

Medical alert bracelets are an important consideration if you 
have a chronic condition or health issue, and are looking for 
ways to keep safe in case of an emergency. There are many 
different bracelets on the market, most of which work with the 
local medical alert system for about $50 per month. Medical 
alert bracelets are comfortable, durable, and showerproof, 
so you never have to be without quick access to help.  You 
might think of medical alert bracelets as emergency call 
buttons or panic buttons.

•	If you find yourself in need of help, you simply press the alarm button on your bracelet. An operator from the 
Alert1 Command Center will come on the line to talk to you and send help.

•	The operator sends emergency responders from a “circle of care” (that you identify) to help you. When 
you sign up for a medical alert system you set up your custom Circle of Care - your personalized list of 
responders that can include friends, family, neighbors, or even 911.

•	The operator will stay on the phone with you until assistance arrives.

More information is available at www.alert-1.com or by calling (866) 431-1930.  

The National Aging in Place Council works to establish local ‘Aging in Place Councils’ among businesses, public 
agencies, non-profit organizations, and health care options.  Increasing the level of knowledge and skills of Aging 
in Place professionals from a wide variety of fields is essential to insuring greater public access to programs and 
support services that promote independent living.  More information is available at www.ageinplace.org or by 
calling (202) 939-1770.   

For a very comprehensive view of your options for Aging in Place, try the Florida Elder Helpline; a statewide network 
that provides information, referral and assistance.  Call (800) 963-5337 to get started.  
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Property Crimes Task Force Reminds Citizens to LOCK YOUR DOORS

The “Property Crimes Task Force,” comprised of the Tallahassee Police 
Department and the Leon County Sherriff’s Office, is currently investigating 
a string of auto burglaries and auto thefts, occurring within Leon County. 
Often times these auto burglaries and auto thefts are committed by criminals 
simply trying door handles, hoping for unlocked vehicles. It is an all too 
common problem that can be prevented by simply locking your doors. As 
a reminder never leave your keys and valuables in your vehicle, and park in 
well-lit and heavily traveled areas. Turn on any exterior residential/business 
lights during evening hours, and remember to LOCK YOUR DOORS. Citizens 

are encouraged to immediately call 911 if you see an auto burglary or theft in progress, and avoid 
confronting the suspect(s) due to some possibly being armed. Instead write down the description of the 
suspect(s) and or getaway vehicle tag number.

The “Property Crimes Task Force” is urging anyone who may have information about any auto burglaries 
or auto thefts to contact the Tallahassee Police Department at (850) 891-4200, or the Leon County 
Sherriff’s Office at (850) 606-3300. You may also provide information anonymously via Crime Stoppers at 
(850) 574-TIPS.

Thieves are opportunists. If they see an easy target, they will strike. Let’s do our part to make it hard for them.

Contact Information
Officer Damon Miller, Jr. | Public Information Officer | Tallahassee Police Department | Office - (850) 891-4255
Lt. Grady Jordan | Public Information Officer | Leon County Sheriff’s Office | Office - (850) 606-3342
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Home & Garden N e x t  M o n t h’s  G a rd e n
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Business
M a i n t e n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  Re p o r t
By Gloria M. Arias
Vice President & Maintenance Chair, KHA

Shamrock South Park:  

The Grand Reopening of Shamrock South Park is 
scheduled for Saturday, July 21st from 10:00 A.M – 
Noon.  We hope you’ll bring the children to play.  

Courtesy of Katie Hosford, The Naumann Group, there 
will be snacks and bounce house.  Generously donated 
gift baskets from our neighbors, Maple Street Biscuit and 
Gifted Baskets Balloons & Candy will be raffled.

Gary Farr, producer/composer, Secret Formula 
Records will provide music.

Charley Schwartz, our resident environmental civil 
engineer, and creator of the game, “Mighty Trees,” will 
run a game table where children and adults can learn 
to play (see game article below).  He’ll tag some trees 
with Mighty Trees cards and lead two short tree tours at 
10:30 and 11:30 AM.  (games will be on sale, too.)

Thunder J - the new slide is now installed!  A 
multi-generational favorite was the original slide, 
affectionately named Thunder Slide.  We have Dowdy 
Plumbing to thank for our new, Thunder J; a custom-
fabricated metal slide for KHA, fashioned after old 
Thunder, including the extended exit that allows 
smaller children to enjoy the thrill of the ride with the 
longer, slowdown at the end. Thunder J also features 
all current safety codes.  There is only one metal slide 
fabricator in the country, and Dowdy was determined 
to locate them to replace the slide, knowing how 
important it is to our residents.

The team from Dowdy Plumbing, along with City 
of Tallahassee team, work diligently to improve 
stormwater runoff on our properties and streets. They 
accomplished this while keeping in mind, each step of 
the way, that this is a park for Killearn Estates residents 
to enjoy.  Now, we have our first playground park that 
offers a wide open field to run and play ball.  

The two terraced areas, perfect for a picnic or 
seating, were added and the City landscaped our 
park with lovely species of trees and shrubs that, once 
established will add extra beauty and shade.  

KHA’s also been sprucing up the park. Have you 
noticed the new planter boxes that KHA rebuilt? The 
hydrangeas are gorgeous as well as the rosemary 
that’s flourished. 

The asphalt parking area is newly repaired and 
resurfaced.  The community mulch pen is also 
replenished.

Remember to grab your horseshoes and play at the 
pits; adults can have play time, too.

This $250,000 stormwater improvement project was 
comprised of 15 members in various capacities to 
ensure its success; KHA was pleased to invite them all 
to our reopening with notes of thanks. There were a few 
team members that KHA worked most closely; Jodie 
Cahoon, Manager, WRE-Stormwater Management, 
Ferdie Francisco, Project Manager, Stormwater 
Management Capital Project, Aron White, Project 
Field Manager, all with the City, and Jason Lewis, 
Vice President Dowdy, and Derek Smith, Construction 
Superintendent, Dowdy.  

What is Mighty Trees?
Mighty Trees is an award-
winning educational card 
game that is both fun and 
informative. Mighty Trees looks 
and plays like a trading card 
game  (i.e. Pokemon, Magic, 
etc.); however, the cards 
and rules are based on real 
ecologic principles. As you 
learn to play Mighty Trees, you 
learn about the tree species 
and natural forces that form 

real forests. https://www.mightytreesgame.com/  
Overview   # of Players: 2 - 6 
                    Ages: 8 Years & Up 
                    Time to Play: 
                    15 minutes for Party Game 
                    30-90 minutes for Strategy Game

ANCHOR  

FREE ESTIMATES  
CALL RICHARD RUNYAN

850.443.6110

OUTDOOR SERVICES LLC

VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED  
LICENSED AND INSURED

• Full service lawn care 
• Pressure washing
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Discover how Alva advocates for teachers 
and students at ALVASTRIPLIN.COM 
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Closing Date Address Beds Baths Pool (Y/N) Square Feet Sold Price
4/2/18 4072 Roscrea Drive 4 3 No 2306 $305,000
4/2/18 3263 Shamrock E Street 4 3 No 2521 $340,000
4/3/18 2851 Whittington Drive 4 3 No 2123 $300,000
4/4/18 3605 Bellingrade Court 4 3 Yes 2278 $350,000
4/6/18 2620 Malin Drive 4 3 No 2116 $260,000
4/12/18 4480 Bay Shore Circle 2 2 No 1069 $165,000
4/16/18 3448 Mahoney Drive 4 3 No 2700 $250,000
4/17/18 4036 Roscrea Drive 4 3 No 2100 $294,000
4/18/18 3162 Corrib Drive 4 3 No 2060 $260,000
4/23/18 2336 Meath Drive 4 2 Yes 2179 $273,000
4/27/18 4822 Ballygar Drive 4 2 No 1914 $245,000
4/27/18 2831 Whittington Drive 3 2 Yes 1879 $273,000
4/30/18 2901 N Shamrock Street 4 3 No 2248 $355,000
4/30/18 4733 Tory Sound Lane 4 3 No 2894 $376,455
5/4/18 2933 Bluefield Lane 4 3 No 1944 $270,000
5/4/18 3068 Obrien Drive 3 2 Yes 2238 $345,000
5/8/18 2832 S Shamrock Street 4 2 No 1986 $215,000
5/11/18 5008 Tallow Point 3 2 No 1796 $245,000
5/11/18 4004 Brandon Hill Drive 3 4 No 3568 $405,000
5/11/18 3109 Ferns Glen 4 3 No 2407 $412,000
5/14/18 2954 Bay Shore 2 2 No 1431 $80,000
5/14/18 2345 Limerick Drive 4 3 Yes 2899 $382,500
5/15/18 4052 McLaughlin Drive 4 4 No 3244 $415,000
5/16/18 3508 Clifden Drive 3 2 No 1694 $236,000
5/17/18 3805 Shamrock 5 4 No 3344 $315,000
5/18/18 3513 Fogarty Drive 4 3 No 2275 $240,000
5/18/18 3501 Gallagher Drive 4 3 No 2089 $265,000
5/21/18 3249 Storrington Drive 3 2 No 1859 $194,000
5/23/18 2813 Bundoran Way 3 2 No 1879 $257,500
5/24/18 3160 Tipperary Drive 4 3 No 2140 $239,900
5/30/18 4620 Killimore Drive 3 2 No 2379 $276,000

Business
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5/30/18 2924 Bluefield Lane 4 3 No 2428 $338,000
5/31/18 4034 Delvin Drive 3 2 No 2444 $221,500
5/31/18 3921 Tralee Road 3 2 No 1781 $247,000
5/31/18 3601 Bellingrade Court 5 4 Yes 2817 $363,000
6/1/18 3011 Shamrock Street N 4 3 No 3402 $500,000
6/4/18 4463 Bay Shore Circle 3 3 No 1524 $219,500
6/6/18 5005 Skerries Court 3 2 No 1642 $175,000
6/14/18 3709 Wicklow Circle 5 4 Yes 3531 $470,000
6/15/18 3213 Beaumont Drive 3 2 No 1892 $220,000
6/15/18 2918 Giverny Circle 4 4 No 2148 $320,000
6/15/18 2624 Malin Drive 4 3 Yes 2374 $359,000
6/15/18 3133 Obrien Drive 5 5 Yes 3909 $521,000
6/16/18 3012 OBrien Drive 4 4 No 3213 $450,000
6/22/18 3724 Kerry Court 4 4 No 3409 $320,000
6/27/18 3478 Welwyn Way 4 3 Yes 2384 $408,200
6/29/18 2916 Edenderry Drive 3 2 Yes 2077 $253,500
6/29/18 3505 Kilkenny Drive W 4 3 No 2632 $373,000
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Business
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Business

ACC Committee:  John Paul Bailey, Sam Bell, Kelley Phillips
ALL EXTERIOR ADDITIONS OR ALTERATIONS, INCLUDING TREE REMOVAL,  

MUST BE APPROVED IN WRITING BY THE ACC PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF WORK.
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Swim Club Now Open 
Join now and pay a rate of $375 non-residents,  
$350 for Killearn Estates residents for the rest of summer.

The Swim Club is now open and will remain open until September 30th.  
There are limited memberships available this year. Please complete the form and mail or drop your payment 
at our office located at 2705 Killarney Way. Note: No lifeguards this year, we will distribute keys to all members.  
Pool hours are 11am to 9pm.

Name:_________________________________________   Email: ____________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________  Home Phone:_______________________________   

Daytime Phone/Cell:____________________________________  Employer: _______________________________________

Names and ages of Children:

_____________________________________   Age:_______         _____________________________________   Age:_______

_____________________________________   Age:_______         _____________________________________   Age:_______

I/we understand that our membership is seasonal for swimming.  The membership fees are due and payable regardless of weather 
conditions or pool usage.  I/we agree to abide by all of the rules and regulations of the Killearn Swim Club and further agree to not hold the 

Killearn Swim Club employees, representatives, membership or board members responsible for accidental injury.

Business

Dates and Times

 Session IV July 9 – July 19 8:00am - 8:40am Water Babies

9:00am - 9:40am Ages 3 and Up

10:00am - 10:40am Ages 3 and Up

6:00pm - 6:35pm Ages 3 and Up

6:35pm - 7:10pm Ages 3 and Up

Session V July 23 – Aug 2 8:00am - 8:40am Water Babies

9:00am - 9:40am Ages 3 and Up

10:00am - 10:40am Ages 3 and Up

6:00pm - 6:35pm Ages 3 and Up

6:35pm - 7:10pm Water Babies

Session VI Aug 6 – Aug 16 6:00pm - 6:35pm Ages 3 and Up

6:35pm - 7:10pm Ages 3 and Up

Important: Registration, information, and payment can be found at alancoxaquatics.com.   
You can also receive lessons information by calling 558-0615.
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Killarney Way Swimming Pool Lessons
Please go to alancoxaquatics.com for registration!!!           

Alan Cox Aquatics, American Red Cross Lessons

All classes are 8 day sessions running Monday – Thursday for 2 weeks.  Make up days for severe 
weather will be on Fridays and will be determined by the staff at the start of lessons.

Cost: $100.00 per student            (Please registrer online at alancoxaquatics.com)

Dates and Times

 Session IV July 9 – July 19 8:00am - 8:40am Water Babies

9:00am - 9:40am Ages 3 and Up

10:00am - 10:40am Ages 3 and Up

6:00pm - 6:35pm Ages 3 and Up

6:35pm - 7:10pm Ages 3 and Up

Session V July 23 – Aug 2 8:00am - 8:40am Water Babies

9:00am - 9:40am Ages 3 and Up

10:00am - 10:40am Ages 3 and Up

6:00pm - 6:35pm Ages 3 and Up

6:35pm - 7:10pm Water Babies

Session VI Aug 6 – Aug 16 6:00pm - 6:35pm Ages 3 and Up

6:35pm - 7:10pm Ages 3 and Up

Important: Registration, information, and payment can be found at alancoxaquatics.com.   
You can also receive lessons information by calling 558-0615.
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Briefs 
City Newslet ter

All meetings are held in the City Commission Chambers, located on the second floor of City Hall (300 
S. Adams St.), unless noted otherwise. Meeting dates, times and locations are subject to change. City 
Commission meetings are shown live and rebroadcast on WCOT, the City’s government access channel 
(Comcast Cable and CenturyLink channel 13). City Commission meetings are also streamed live online 
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please contact the appropriate City department. For persons using a 
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Hurricane season is the time to 
check that your home is sound. Review 
your insurance policy; seal your roof, 
windows and doors; and assess the 

PREPARE YOUR HOME
health and fortitude of your trees. Get 
information about local preparedness 
resources at Talgov.com.
You may also want to consider 
purchasing a portable generator, 
especially if you have life-saving 
devices that rely on power. To help with 
the cost, homeowners can apply for a 
loan through the City’s low-interest 
loan program. To be eligible, a transfer 
switch and interconnect agreement 
are required. Get full details by calling 
Customer Service at 891-4968. 

Homelessness continues to be a 
reality for many children and families 
across our nation. Locally, the Change 
for Change program provides an 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE
easy way to help end homelessness 
for children and families in our 
community. By making a monthly 
contribution through your City 
Utilities account, you will help provide 
basic needs like food and shelter to 
Tallahassee families to help them get 
back on their feet again. For as little 
as $2 a month, you can help change 
their lives and create positive changes 
in our community. To sign up for the 
Change for Change program, visit 
Talgov.com or call 891-4968.

NEIGHBORHOOD OF THE YEAR

Engaged neighborhoods make 
a strong community. In Tallahassee, 
roughly 200 associations and groups 

During the month of August, the City Commission is in recess; there are no 
scheduled meetings. As the meeting calendar can change during the month, 
please visit Talgov.com to view the most up-to-date schedule of all City 
meetings and events.
Call the Department of Communications at 891-8533 for more information. 
Follow @COTNews on Twitter for current City news.

Driving home in rush hour traffic. Taking 
an evening walk. Enjoying a weekend bike ride. 
The common thread for each of these is their 
connection to our transportation network. Every 
day, people move throughout Tallahassee in a 
variety of ways, and it’s important that everyone 

P E D E S T R I A N S
• Walk in well-lit areas.
• Wear bright or reflective clothing. At night, carry a 

flashlight.
• Walk on the sidewalk. If one is not available, walk as 

far away from the road as possible and face traffic.
• Cross at designated crosswalks. Push the button to 

activate the walk signal.
• Look both ways before crossing the street and 

continue to check both directions as you cross.
• Put phones and other devices down and take off 

headphones when crossing the street.

C Y C L I S T S
• Turn on your front white light and red taillight in 

low-light conditions and at night. Red reflectors are 
also required.

• Choose well-lit routes.
• Wear a helmet – the brighter, the better.
• Bicycles on the road are vehicles; ride in the 

direction of traffic, not against it.
• Obey all traffic signs, signals and lane markings. 

Alert drivers to your movements by signaling turns 
or merges.

• Yield to traffic when appropriate. It’s better to be 
safe than to be right. 

M O T O R I S T S
• Be alert! Pedestrians and cyclists are part of the 

transportation network, too.
• Always stop on red and look for pedestrians and 

cyclists before making a right turn. Drivers must 
yield to pedestrians in crosswalks.

• Bicycles are legal vehicles. By law, you must leave at 
least 3 feet of space when passing them.

• Slow down! Speed is a major cause of fatal crashes.

understands their roles, pays attention and follows 
the rules of the road.
All road users should stay alert and avoid 
distractions, such as texting. Below are some 
safety tips for each role you might fulfill in our 
transportation system.

Every crash, every injury and every fatality affects 
those involved, as well as their families, friends 
and community. Each of us can help create safer 
streets by sharing the road and being alert. For 
more information about the rules of the road, 
visit www.FDOT.gov or www.nhtsa.gov. For more 
information about our local traffic network, visit 
Talgov.com.

While Tallahasseeans  typically 
have daily access to some of the 
best tasting drinking water in the 
region, a hurricane has the potential 
to temporarily impact service. To 
guarantee your family is ready should 
the worst occur, drinking water is one 
of the most important items to have 
in your preparedness supplies.
Use these tips to ensure you have 
enough safe water during an 
emergency.
• Store enough water to last at least 

three days.
• Figure that each person in the 

house needs at least one gallon 
per day. People with special needs, 
such as nursing mothers, infants 
and family members with illnesses, 
will require more.

STORE WATER FOR EMERGENCIES

• Store water in high-quality plastic 
rather than glass containers, which 
can break, or paper cartons, which 
weaken over time.

• Make sure the container you use to 
store water has been washed and 
rinsed well before filling.

• If you have advanced warning of a 
disaster, fill sinks, bathtubs and all 
available containers with water.

For more information on emergency 
preparedness, visit Talgov.com.

help build connections between 
neighbors. Last month, two were 
honored by the City of Tallahassee as 
the 2018 Neighborhood of the Year for 
their outstanding work to improve 
issues, beautify areas and create 
community. Congratulations to 
SouthWood Residential Community 
Association, large, and Oak Knoll 
Estates, small. Additionally, Leslie 
Harris was recognized as the 
City’s 2018 Neighbor of the Year for 
his individual contributions. Get 
resources to help your neighborhood 
at Talgov.com.

SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT

Take a ride with us
Talgov.com/StarMetro
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Home & Garden
N e x t  M o n t h ’ s  G a r d e n

Jim Maples Carpentry, Inc.
HANDYMAN SERVICES THAT WORK FOR YOU

Woodrot Repair • Painting • Light Moving 
Pressurewashing • Light Tree Removal • Debris Hauling

Plus Other Home Improvements

(850) 545-8418
Registered and Insured

Choose only plants that can tolerate high tem-
peratures and humidity. Now is the time to remove 
those spring annuals like pansies, petunias, and 
snapdragons that did so well in the cool weather 
but that can’t make it through summer. Pinch back 
leggy growth on flowering perennials in order to 
encourage thicker growth and additional blooms. 

Plant zinnias, daylilies, firebush, pentas, calibrachoa, 
portulaca, bush allamanda, sun coleus, Tecoma 
stans, and Goldsturm rudbeckia in full sun. For shady 
areas choose caladiums, jacobinia, Persian shield, 
coleus and gingers. Hydrangeas and ‘Summer Wave’ 
torenias do best when planted in areas that receive 
morning sun and afternoon shade. Crape myrtles 
may also be planted now, but varieties range from 
dwarf to well over 20 feet, so choose carefully and 
plant in full sun. Cape honeysuckle can be planted. 
Its bright orange flowers attract hummingbirds. Plant 
in full sun to partial shade. Also, consider crossvine 
and trumpet creeper which are native to our area. 

It’s a good time to plant palms. You may want to 
include two native species, saw palmetto and bush 
or dwarf palmetto. European fan palm, and wind-
mill palm are also recommended for North Florida. 

Annuals, herbs, vegetables, and roses can be 
lightly fertilized monthly with a 15-0-15 product, 
but don’t fertilize your grass. If it’s looking yellow, 
treat with iron instead. Your lawn will green up, but 
you won’t get the excessive growth that you’d get 
with fertilizer. Young trees and shrubs may be lightly 
fertilized now with a 15-0-15 product to encourage 
new growth.

Fertilize amaryllis, lilies and other bulbs that have 
finished blooming, but don’t cut back their foliage 
yet. It is still performing photosynthesis and storing 
food in the bulb for next year’s blooms. Trim foliage 
only after it dies back.  Mulch is important in sum-
mer. It prevents water from evaporating, keeps the 
soil temperature cooler and discourages weeds. 
Apply mulch to a depth of two to three inches but 
not touching the base of the plants and trees. The 
best mulch is what’s readily available to you. If you 
have hardwood leaves, use them. If you buy mulch, 
pine straw, pine bark, and melaleuca mulch are 
better choices than cypress mulch. 

Over-watering can be as problematic as under-
watering, encouraging plant diseases and other 
pests. Consider grouping plants according to their 
water needs in order to make watering easier. New 
plants will need to be watered more than estab-
lished plants and should be checked daily for wilting 

or dry soil. 
Disease and 

pests may occur 
in spite of good 
gardening practices. 
Chinch bug damage 
can develop in sunny areas 
in St. Augustine lawns. If we have frequent rainfall, 
gray leaf spot fungus can develop. Spittlebug pop-
ulations may reach a damaging level in centipede 
lawns, causing discolored grass blades and a dull 
cast to the whole lawn. Don’t treat for these prob-
lems unless damage occurs. Then treat promptly 
to better your chances of limiting further damage.

There is no shortage of work to do in the garden 
this month but no gardener ever gets it all done. 
Don’t forget to enjoy the process.  

For more local gardening information, visit the UF-
IFAS Extension website for Leon County at http://
leon.ifas.ufl.edu  Reprinted with the permission of the 
University of Florida IFAS Extension in Leon County.  
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